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He is an American patriot, and while
he served as a soldier for America, he
demonstrated to his friends, his family
and his country the true colors of red,
white and blue.

Tommy, thank you for your service.
We love you. God bless.

———

IMPROVE WOMEN’S ACCESS TO
HEALTH CARE

(Mrs. CAPPS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to urge swift action on a meas-
ure to improve women’s access to
health care.

As many of my colleagues are aware,
there is a provision in the Deficit Re-
duction Act which has unfortunately
created a situation whereby student
health centers and clinics that serve
low-income women can no longer ac-
cess contraceptives at a deeply dis-
counted rate.

Just this week, I was proud to co-
sponsor a bill introduced by my col-
leagues JOE CROWLEY and JIM RAMSTAD
to correct this inadvertent oversight.

The effects of this Deficit Reduction
Act provision are already being felt by
women across the country, including
college students who are now forced to
pay up to 10 times more for birth con-
trol pills than they did before.

Unfortunately, there are those who
refuse to agree to our proposed correc-
tion. So I am standing here today to
urge my colleagues to fix this discrep-
ancy that was never intended to exist.

Let’s stop the attacks on women’s
health. Let’s guarantee women access
to needed health services.

——————

NOVEMBER 11, 1918

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, when the
“War to end all Wars”’—World War I—
concluded on the 11th hour on the 11th
day of the 11th month of 1918, it was
called Armistice Day. We now refer to
it as Veterans Day to honor those that
went to war and those of them that re-
turned from war to the vast American
landscape.

When the American doughboys land-
ed in Europe in World War I to a dead-
locked bloody trench war where mil-
lions had already died, their relentless
spirit not only stunned our enemy but
it revived and surprised our allies,
France and England. The American sol-
dier landed 90 years ago this year, sing-
ing George M. Cohan’s ‘‘Over There,”
and, as the lyrics say, ‘“They didn’t
come back till it was over, over there.”

America has gone to war many times
since World War I, and America’s
youth has always answered the call to
duty, honor, country.

This Sunday, on the 11th day of the
11th month, America should fly the
flag, be proud of our glorious heritage
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and give praise to veterans who went
to places they had never seen and
fought for peoples they didn’t know to
spread the doctrine of liberty and free-
dom.

And that’s just the way it is.

———

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 3996, TEMPORARY TAX
RELIEF ACT OF 2007

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Committee on Rules, I
call up House Resolution 809 and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 809

Resolved, That upon the adoption of this
resolution it shall be in order to consider in
the House the bill (H.R. 3996) to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to extend cer-
tain expiring provisions, and for other pur-
poses. All points of order against consider-
ation of the bill are waived except those aris-
ing under clause 9 or 10 of rule XXI. The
amendment in the nature of a substitute rec-
ommended by the Committee on Ways and
Means now printed in the bill shall be con-
sidered as adopted. The bill, as amended,
shall be considered as read. All points of
order against provisions of the bill, as
amended, are waived. The previous question
shall be considered as ordered on the bill, as
amended, and on any amendment thereto, to
final passage without intervening motion ex-
cept: (1) one hour of debate equally divided
and controlled by the chairman and ranking
minority member of the Committee on Ways
and Means; (2) an amendment in the nature
of a substitute, if offered by Representative
McCrery of Louisiana or his designee, which
shall be considered as read, and shall be sep-
arately debatable for one hour equally di-
vided and controlled by the proponent and an
opponent; and (3) one motion to recommit
with or without instructions.

SEC. 2. During consideration of H.R. 3996
pursuant to this resolution, notwithstanding
the operation of the previous question, the
Chair may postpone further consideration of
the bill to such time as may be designated by
the Speaker.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Massachusetts is recog-
nized for 1 hour.

Mr. MCcGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, for
the purpose of debate only, I yield the
customary 30 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Washington (Mr.
HASTINGS). All time yielded during con-
sideration of the rule is for debate
only.

GENERAL LEAVE

I ask unanimous consent that all
Members have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and insert extraneous materials
into the RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts?

There was no objection.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, H. Res. 809 provides for
consideration of H.R. 3996, the Tem-
porary Tax Relief Act of 2007, under a
structured rule. The rule provides 1
hour of debate controlled by the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means. The rule
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makes in order a substitute amend-
ment to be offered by Representative
MCcCRERY of Louisiana or his designee.
The amendment is debatable for 1 hour.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support
of H.R. 3996, the Temporary Tax Relief
Act. I want to commend the distin-
guished chairman of the Ways and
Means Committee, Congressman CHAR-
LIE RANGEL, for his usual great work on
this bill.

And I want to say a special thank
you to my good friend and colleague
and neighbor from Massachusetts, Con-
gressman RICHIE NEAL, who has been a
champion on the issue of the alter-
native minimum tax for a long, long
time. RICHIE NEAL has been the canary
in the coal mine, talking about the
AMT when nobody else was, and he de-
serves an enormous amount of credit
for his work.

Mr. Speaker, we all know that the al-
ternative minimum tax was never de-
signed to hit middle-class families, but
that’s exactly what will happen unless
Congress acts.

In my district alone, the numbers are
staggering. In 2005, 13,000 families were
hit with the AMT. That number will
jump to nearly 83,000 in 2007, a 517 per-
cent increase, unless we do something
about it.

These middle-class workers are
struggling with enough problems, sky-
rocketing fuel costs, higher tuition,
higher property taxes, higher child
care costs. And for years, President
Bush and his Republican allies in Con-
gress passed huge tax cuts for the
wealthy, while doing very little or
nothing to help hardworking middle-
class families. That has to stop, and
we’re going to stop it today.

My Republican friends on the Rules
Committee often like to talk about
how strong the economy is, how GDP is
growing at such a rate. Well, I agree to
a certain point, Mr. Speaker. Some-
body is getting pretty rich in this econ-
omy, but I would point out that it usu-
ally isn’t the workers, and they’re the
ones that make this country great.
Last year, the average CEO made 364
times what the average worker did.
Just 25 years ago, CEOs made only 42
times more.

So yes, the people at the top are hav-
ing a blast, but we need to do more for
the people in the middle and for those
struggling to get into the middle.

This bill before us today not only
spares these hardworking families from
the AMT, but it does so in a fiscally re-
sponsible way, and that is at the heart
of the argument before us today.

Some of my friends on the other side
of the aisle believe that we should
patch the AMT without paying for it.
They believe that we should simply add
the cost on to our national debt, a
debt, by the way, that has now reached
$9 trillion. That’s trillion with a ““T.”

Of course, this has been their ap-
proach for years. The Iraq War? Not
paid for. The Bush tax cuts? Not paid
for. The Medicare prescription drug
benefit? Not paid for.
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